
 
 

 
 
 
 
Presidents Message       
Hello fellow members of the Wisconsin 
Watercolor Society. For those of you who I 
haven't been in contact with, my name is 
Michael Pierson, your newly elected 
president. Hopefully, you've all received my 
emails for the fall exhibition from 
masterpsstudios@yahoo.com. I hope you've 
all had time to do some painting this past 
summer. I know I've been quite busy and 
really had to force myself to find time to get 
my brushes wet.	
   I'd like to announce that our website, 
wisconsinwatercolorsociety.com is fully 
updated and the online application is finally 
functioning as it should. So, if you know or 
see artists that would be a good addition to 
our group, by all means have them check out 
the website to see what we're all about and 
hopefully fill out an application. That being 
said, welcome to our two new members Gary 
Hanks from Appleton and Jean Curley from 
Muskego. 
   I would like to take this time to get 
everyone's opinion on adding a fall meeting 
of our group. This meeting would take place 
somewhere near Madison and Oshkosh 
where there is the second highest 
concentration of our members. Beaver Dam 
looks like an area between these two cities 
and hopefully closer to others that would now 
be able to attend a meeting. I would welcome 
comments, ideas and other options. 
   We are still in need of people to fill 
the open positions on the board. Secretary, 
Membership Chair, Exhibition Chair, 
Publicity, Website Coordinator, Social Media 
Coordinator and Historian. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
WWS Exhibits                                 
Our Spring Exhibit was held at the Richeson 
Gallery, Richeson School of Art & Gallery, 
Kimberly, WI. May 3 through June 28, 2023.       
There were several awards presented to our  
members.  The first Place award went to Lisa 
Englander for her painting titled, “Dual 
Vessels”; Stacey Small Rupp received 
Second Place for “Wildflower Meadow”; 
Nancy Kirst received a Third Place award 
for “Time Out”.  Honorable Mentions went 
to Judith Radtke for “Across the Table” and 
to Kathryn Wedge for “Villa View”. 

 
 
                 Alice Struck and Laurie Runnoe 
 

Our 2024 WWS Fall show will be at 
the Schauer Art Center in Hartford, WI.  
More information will follow. 
 

WWS Annual Meeting 2024 
The WWS enjoyed  a wonderful presentation, 
Election and watercolor demonstration by 
Door County artist Kari Anderson at the 
April 2024 Annual Members Meeting.  It was 
held at the Cedarburg Cultural Center.   
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President’s Message
 As summer slips into autumn, our palettes, rituals and 
paintings reflect the change.  Many of us were very 
busy with festivals, fairs and plein air painting this past 
summer. (See my article about the plein air movement 
in  this  newsletter.)  Yet we look forward to favorite 
experiences  and  opportunities  that happen  each  fall. 
 Our next WWS exhibition will be held at the Cedarburg 
Cultural Center October 18 through December 2, 2018.  
You should have already received an email from Chris 
Sommerfelt with the prospectus and insurance forms to 
download and print.  Your completed participation 
form is due to Judy Radtke, 353 Oak Manor Drive, 
Oshkosh, WI 54904 by October 1st. Each member is 
allowed to enter two paintings.  The Exhibit Insurance 
forms must be submitted along with your entries to the 
Cedarburg Cultural Center on Tuesday, October 16 
from 10am to 5pm.  Our Opening Reception is 
Wednesday October 24 from 5 to 8pm, with a 
Champagne Reception for CCC members, artists and 
family from 5 to 6pm.  See you there! 

Also coming up is our Annual Dinner in 
October at Carini’s La Conca D’Oro Italian Restaurant, 
3468 N. Oakland Avenue.  It is the favorite choice, 
offering a central location and excellent food in a cozy, 
comfortable atmosphere.  This dinner is open to our 
spouses and guests and is a great way to visit and catch 
up with our members’ stories and news. Details will be 
sent out closer to the dinner date. 

Our Annual Calendar is printed in this 
newsletter also.  Save it for future reference or to submit 
items to the board to be put on the agenda.  Board 
meetings are held four times a year at my house, 10057 
North Greenview Drive, Mequon, WI on Saturday’s 
beginning  at  1pm.  Members  are  welcome  to  attend. 

Do you have opinions or stories to share?  
Artists have always been creative, original thinkers and 
many of us write online newsletters, blogs or social 
media pages.  Let’s share some of these in this 
newsletter in a short paragraph, perhaps titled, “From 
Where I Stand”.  I am suggesting several topics, but feel 
free to add your own: 
How do you think having a job (full time, part time, art 
related, not related) versus no job impacts your art?   
 How do you feel about commissions and, if you accept 
them, how do you do business with these patrons? 
 Finally, what new thing have you learned this year? 

Happy Painting! 
Alice Struck 

Robert Krajewcki’s demonstration at our Annual Membership 
Meeting in April  

Fall 2024 



 
We are happy to announce our new President,  
Michael Pierson.  Michael has already been 
very busy updating our WWS website  and 
bringing about new ideas for our organiza-
tion.  Michael Sturm our Vice President will 
be continuing to serve in 2024.  There are still 
several positions that need to be filled and we 
hope members will step up and get more in-
volved in our organization. 
 

 
 
                  Kari Anderson demonstrating 

Member News 
We are happy to welcome two new members 
to our Society – Jean Curley is from Mus-
kego and Gary Hanks is from Appleton, WI. 
Jean Curley recently received an Honorable 
Mention for her painting juried into the Paint 
Port 360 plein air event presented by Mercan-
tile Plaza in Port Washington. 
 Several of our members were juried 
into an exhibition   called, The  Life of Water 
at   the Cedarburg  Art  Museum  in  Cedar-
burg, WI, May 25 – August 18, 2024. Those    
artists   were Alice Struck, Christine Chris-
ton, Erin   Callahan Blum,   and  Evelyn 
Grasse. 

Christine Alfrey’s watercolor titled, 
“Mask” received the Gold Award at the Na-
ture Homage exhibition, Red River Water-
color Society’s 31st Online National Show. 

Her painting, “Approaching Storm” was ac-
cepted into the prestigious Society of Water-
color Artists 2024 International Juried Exhi-
bition in Grapevine, TX. 
         

         
 
                        Christine Alfery, “The Mask” 
 

An artist’s talk, demo and exhibition 
of Joyce Eesley’s work took place at the Da-
vid Barnett Attic Gallery. The exhibit runs 
through October 11 at the Gallery, 1024 E. 
State St., Milwaukee, WI. 
 

 
                        Joyce Eesley 
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               Sujit Sudhi, “Trees on the Cliff” 

Sujit Sudhi’s painting titled, Trees 
on the Cliff was accepted in the 2024 48th 
Exhibition of the Transparent Watercolor 
Society in Kenosha, WI.  

Carolyn Simpson exhibited a 
watercolor titled, “Barbiecow” in the summer 
show at the Hardy Gallery in Ephraim, Door 
County WI. 

Keary Kautzer had his watercolor 
painting, “Eagle Harbor Lighthouse” on 
display in Gallery 110 North, Plymouth Arts 
Center’s 29th Annual Juried Art Exhibit, 
Alive in the Arts. 
 

 
 
        Keary Kautzer, “Eagle Harbor Lighthouse” 

 

WWW Annual Dinner 
Join members for an exciting Italian dining 
experience at Carini’s La Conca d’Oro 
restaurant on Friday November 1, 2024.  
There will be cocktail hour at 5:30pm 
followed by dinner at 6:00pm.  Contact 
Kappy Schwab or Michael Pierson for 
reservations.  
3468 N. Oakland Ave., Milwaukee, WI 
 

Shows/Events to See 
Hokusai: Waves of Inspira-
tion from Museum of Fine 
Arts Boston 
Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art 
September 21 - January 5, 2025 
 
Katsushika Hokusai is one to the most fa-
mous Japanese artists in history, thanks 
largely his instantly recognizable print 
known as the Great Wave.  The show features 
work from his own expansive and versatile 
career as well as  objects in many different 
media by the generations of artists that he in-
spired. 
4525 Oak Street, Kansas City, MO.  
ask@nelson-atkins.org 
 
Paula Modersohn-Becker  
Art Institute of Chicago 
October 12 – January 12, 2025 
During her short life, Paula Modersohn-
Becker (1876–1907) radically charted her 
own path, exploring the singular aspects of the 
feminine experience in a bold style that fore-
shadowed Expressionism. Her most striking 
works—among the more than 700 paint-
ings, roughly 1,400 drawings, and eleven 
prints made across only 10 years—are frank 
portrayals of childhood and images of the 
lived bodily experience of motherhood, 
pregnancy, and old age.  
111 South Michigan Ave., Chicago, IL 



 
Paula Modersohn-Becker, “Portrait of a Young  
Woman with Red Hat” 

 
The Art of Table Settings: 
50th Anniversary 
October 4 – November 3, 2025 
2024 marks the fiftieth anniversary of this an-
nual favorite. Along with unique tablescapes 
inspired by works of art we will also recreate 
some table settings from years past in the his-
toric Vilas-Rahr Mansion. 
610 N. 8th St. Manitowoc, WI 54220 
 
Shows to Enter 
Paint the Towns in Fall Color-2024 
Plein Air Competition 
October 2 – October 9, 2024 
The Plymouth Arts center invites Midwest 
artists to register for its annual Plein Air com-
petition and exhibition. The first 45 artists to 
register will be accepted. A public reception, 
awards ceremony and silent auction will be 
held at The Plymouth Arts Center on Friday, 
October 11th.Prospectus, guidelines  and reg-
istration form available on PAC website,  
www.plymoutharts.org 
      

AWS 158th Annual Interna-
tional Exhibition 
April 7 - 25, 2025 
Online entries submitted by November 13, 
2024. Open to all artists working in water 
media on paper (Yupo is permitted).  Water-
color, acrylic, casein, gouache and egg tem-
pera accepted. 
Prospectus: americanwatercolorsociety.org 
The Salmagundi Club, New York City 
 
Annual Membership Fee 
Your WWS membership fee is due by Janu-
ary 31, 2024.  Please be proactive in renew-
ing your membership as failure to do so will 
result in being dropped from our organiza-
tion. 
 The membership fee is $35.  Make 
your check out to Wisconsin Watercolor So-
ciety and mail to our Treasurer Michael 
Sturm, 1942 Maple Road, Grafton, WI 
53024.  It is important if your email, phone 
numbers or home address have changed.  If  
you  have  questions  email 
Michael at msturminator@gmail.com. 
 It is also important to have your pro-
file and artist statement in Member direc-
tory. 

 
                 Michael Pierson 

    



In Memoriam 
Marilyn Mae Fuerstenberg 
1943 - 2024 

       
 
Whitewater, WI- Marilyn M. Fuersten-
berg, Age 81, passed   away   on   June 
7 at Agrace  Hospice  in  Janesville,  
WI. Marilyn and her husband Bill lived 
in Whitewater where they raised three 
children, sons: Dan (Debbie), Brian 
(Cheri) and daughter Sharyl (Tom). 
Marilyn worked for Walworth County 
Health and Social Services as a Child 
Protection Social Worker. She dedi-
cated 25 years to helping children in 
Walworth County. Marilyn started 
with oil  and then watercolor receiving 
many rewards.  She exhibited in na-
tional, state and local juried shows. In 
addition to the Wisconsin Watercolor 
Society she was a member of the 
Whitewater Circle of Artists, White-
water Arts Alliance, National Water-
color Society and  the   American Wa-
tercolor Society. 
 

Leola Hentzen Smith 
1932 - 2024 

     
Mequon, WI- Leila Hentzen Smith 
passed away peacefully at her home 
on August 7, 2024. She was 92 years 
old. Leila was born in Milwaukee.  A 
graduate of Miami University, she 
earned her bachelor’s degree in Fine 
Arts laying the foundation for a life-
time dedicated to her artistic passions. 
A longtime member of the Wisconsin 
Watercolor Society, many of her 
paintings reflect the vibrant scenes 
from her numerous riverboat trips 
down the Mississippi River with her 
husband. She taught art classes in her 
home studio and spent summers at her 
cottage on Loon Lake.  Leila was pre-
ceded in death by her loving husband, 
Richard H. Smith who was also an ac-
complished painter and member of the 
Wisconsin Watercolor Society. 
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 I NEED YOUR NEWS! 

 
Let me know what is happening in your area-exhibitions, 
workshops, painting trips, current museum exhibitions, 
awards.  I would love to hear from you!  Would you be 
interested in writing an Artist Profile for the newsletter?  
Send articles about members, photographs/digitals of 
artwork.  
January 15, 2018  deadline for February, 2018 newsletter 
 

Please send information by email: 
kappyschwab@gmail.com 

 
By regular mail: 

 
Kappy Schwab/WWS Newsletter 

917 W. Shaker Circle 
Mequon, WI  53092 

 
Please, no-handwritten or phone-in submissions.  

Submissions may be excluded due to space restrictions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Address Service Requested 
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exhibitions, workshops, painting trips, current museum 
exhibitions, awards.  I would love to hear from you!  
Send articles about members, photographs/digitals of 
artwork. Please send your information in advance for the 
Spring newsletter.

Please send information by email:
kappyschwab@gmail.com

By regular mail:
Kappy Schwab/WWS Newsletter

917 W. Shaker Circle
Mequon, WI 53092

Please, no-handwritten or phone-in submissions.
Submissions may be excluded due to space restrictions.
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