
 
 
 
Presidents Message       
Greetings and Welcome to a New Year, 
I hope you all are looking forward to an ex-
citing year ahead in our Wisconsin Water-
color Society.  As our dues' invoices go out 
this week, remember to get your dues re-
turned to Chris Christon by February 10 
or you will no longer be a member. In addi-
tion to paying your dues, there are two other 
important matters to take care of.                                                         

One of these is to update or add your-
self to our website. This is an asset provided, 
free of charge, to our paid  WWS members 
alone.  A group email was sent to all mem-
bers January 2nd, with an attachment in-
structing you how to format and submit your 
personal folder (contacts, painting images 
and text paragraphs (Bio, Artist's Statements, 
Shows, Awards, etc.) to be included in a sep-
arate Member Page on the website!  This is 
terrific advertising, so be sure to take ad-
vantage of it.  If you missed it, or can't figure 
out how to submit your folder to our webmas-
ter, Kevin Walzak, send it by email to me (aa-
struck@att.net) and I will forward it to 
Kevin. 
     The second important matter to con-
sider is the opportunity for each one of us to 
get more out of our membership and become 
involved and active.  We want to remain the 
premiere organization it has been for more 
than 65 years. I have heard from many of you 
that you would like critique sessions, demos, 
social events and plein air meet ups.  Read 
further to get an update on plans in this news-
letter article, Looking Ahead.  

A final event  to remember is 
our   Annual   Meeting,    Election      and  
Artist   Demonstration   which   will   be   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

held at the Cedarburg Cultural Center for 
members and their guests. A light buffet will 
be served and this is a chance to meet and so-
cialize with our fellow members from all over 
Wisconsin. The meeting will be Saturday 
April, 27th.  

You will receive an email invitation 
closer to the date. Keep tuned for more news,  
Alice 
 
WWS Exhibits                                 
Our Fall Exhibit was held at the Alexander 
House in Fort Edwards, WI. October 6 
through November 14, 2023. The Alexander 
House is an art gallery and local history mu-
seum with changing exhibits from local, 
state, Midwestern and nationally prominent 
artists. It was a beautiful place to have our 
Fall Exhibit. 

President’s Message
 As summer slips into autumn, our palettes, rituals and 
paintings reflect the change.  Many of us were very 
busy with festivals, fairs and plein air painting this past 
summer. (See my article about the plein air movement 
in  this  newsletter.)  Yet we look forward to favorite 
experiences  and  opportunities  that happen  each  fall. 
 Our next WWS exhibition will be held at the Cedarburg 
Cultural Center October 18 through December 2, 2018.  
You should have already received an email from Chris 
Sommerfelt with the prospectus and insurance forms to 
download and print.  Your completed participation 
form is due to Judy Radtke, 353 Oak Manor Drive, 
Oshkosh, WI 54904 by October 1st. Each member is 
allowed to enter two paintings.  The Exhibit Insurance 
forms must be submitted along with your entries to the 
Cedarburg Cultural Center on Tuesday, October 16 
from 10am to 5pm.  Our Opening Reception is 
Wednesday October 24 from 5 to 8pm, with a 
Champagne Reception for CCC members, artists and 
family from 5 to 6pm.  See you there! 

Also coming up is our Annual Dinner in 
October at Carini’s La Conca D’Oro Italian Restaurant, 
3468 N. Oakland Avenue.  It is the favorite choice, 
offering a central location and excellent food in a cozy, 
comfortable atmosphere.  This dinner is open to our 
spouses and guests and is a great way to visit and catch 
up with our members’ stories and news. Details will be 
sent out closer to the dinner date. 

Our Annual Calendar is printed in this 
newsletter also.  Save it for future reference or to submit 
items to the board to be put on the agenda.  Board 
meetings are held four times a year at my house, 10057 
North Greenview Drive, Mequon, WI on Saturday’s 
beginning  at  1pm.  Members  are  welcome  to  attend. 

Do you have opinions or stories to share?  
Artists have always been creative, original thinkers and 
many of us write online newsletters, blogs or social 
media pages.  Let’s share some of these in this 
newsletter in a short paragraph, perhaps titled, “From 
Where I Stand”.  I am suggesting several topics, but feel 
free to add your own: 
How do you think having a job (full time, part time, art 
related, not related) versus no job impacts your art?   
 How do you feel about commissions and, if you accept 
them, how do you do business with these patrons? 
 Finally, what new thing have you learned this year? 

Happy Painting! 
Alice Struck 

Robert Krajewcki’s demonstration at our Annual Membership 
Meeting in April  

Spring 2024 



 

 
Evie Grasse, Pelican Dance 1 
 
The 2024 WWS Spring Show will be at the 
Richeson School   of     Art and Gallery, 557   
Marcella Street, Kimberly, WI 54136, 
artschool@richesonart.com. The dates are 
May 3 through June 28, 2024.  Drop off: 
April 22 through April 24, 10:00am to 
4:30pm.  The prospectus will be emailed to 
the membership in February.   

Our 2024 WWS Fall show will be at 
the Schauer Art Center in Hartford, WI.  
More information will follow. 
Member News 

Several of our WWS members have artwork 
in the current Watercolor Wisconsin 2023 ex-
hibit at the  Wustum  Racine  Art   Museum. 
There will be a Live Virtual Tour on Face-
book Tuesday, February 13, Noon CST. 
Watch ramart.org and RAM’s social media 
for further details.  Members in the exhibition 
are as follows:   
David Bielot, Sheboygan; Jean Crane, 
Grafton; Lisa Englander, Racine; Linda 
Grasso, Wauwautosa;  Harold E. Hansen, 
Hartford;    Steve      Horvath,       Milwaukee;  
Maxine Nobbe, Oshkosh; Judith Radtke, 
Oshkosh; Laurie Runnoe, Brookfield;   
Carolyn Simpson  

Second Award went to Lisa 
Englander     for   her    Painting,       Vessel  
Series #15; Third  Award  was   presented  to   
 
 

Harold E. Hansen for  his  Postcards I   
Never   Sent. A Merchandise Award went to 
Jean Crane for Illusions.  The exhibit will be 
on view through April 13, 2024. 

In addition to Watercolor Wisconsin 
Judith Radtke had a painting at Gallery 110 
North in Plymouth, WI  and was awarded 3rd 
Place. She also participated in the Member 
Exhibit at the Museum of Wisconsin Art in 
West Bend. Joye Moon earned her 8th, 9th 
and 10th Signature Memberships in the Phila-
delphia, Louisiana and the Pennsylvania Wa-
tercolor Society. She also had paintings ac-
cepted into the Richeson ”Create” competi-
tion earning her the First Place prize.  In ad-
dition, Joye had a painting accepted into the 
Women in  Watercolor exhibit winning Third 
Place and her paintings were accepted into 
the International Society of Experimental 
Artists, where she won Honorable Mention 
and the International Watercolor Society Ex-
hibit. 
 

 

 
Watercolor Wisconsin, Judith Radtke,  
Late Afternoon 
  

 



Carolyn Simpson’s solo exhibit, “Within 
Wisconsin: Hiking the Ice Age Trail” at the 
Wauwatosa Library last Fall featured 34 
works, primarily watercolor paintings that re-
flect moments hiking on the Ice Age National 
Scenic Trail. 

 
Laurie Runnoe, Duet 
 
Laurie Runnoe was awarded a ribbon for Best 
of Show for her watercolors in two League of 
Milwaukee Artists exhibits. 
 

WWS Annual Meeting 
April 27, 1:00 – 3:30pm 
Our 2024 Annual Member Meeting, Election 
and Demonstration will be held at the Cedar- 
burg Cultural Center, Cedarburg, WI. There 
will be a Board Member meeting at 12:00pm 
– 1:00pm.  Members are invited to attend. 
Following our Member Meeting  a water-
color demonstration is scheduled by Door 
County artist Kari Anderson. The demonstra-
tion is free to guests, students or friends of 
our members. The meeting will include a 
light buffet and it is an opportunity to meet 
and socialize with our fellow members. 
Cedarburg Cultural Center, W62N546 
Washington Ave, Cedarburg, WI 
 

 
 
Kari Anderson, Cana  Island Lighthouse 
 
Door County artist Kari Anderson is sched-
uled for a 2-day watercolor workshop at the 
Cedarburg Cultural Center May 10 and 11. 
Details TBA at  Cedarburg Cultural Center 
Website, cedarburgculturalcenter.org 
W62N546 Washington Avenue, 
Cedarburg, WI  53012 



Shows/Events to See 
Picasso: Drawings from Life 
Art Institute of Chicago 
Through April 8, 2024 

 
This exhibition, centered on the artist’s 
works on paper, brings into focus Picasso’s 
life and art as it intersected with a network 
of artists, dealers, printers, family members, 
and lovers. The many women with whom he 
had passionate and sometimes volatile rela-
tionships inspired him and are frequently 
represented in his art, as are several friends 
and family members 
111 Michigan Avenue, Chicago, IL 
 
Wisconsin Artists Biennial 
Museum of Wisconsin Art  
February 3 to April 14, 2024 
The exhibition aspires to showcase cutting-
edge, even controversial, art emerging from 
Wisconsin 
February 3: Jury Talk, 1 - 2pm,  
Reception, 2 – 4pm,   
Awards, 3pm 
205 Veterans Ave, West Bend, WI 

 
WATERCOLOR USA 
Springfield Art Museum 
June 8 – September 1, 2024 
63rd Annual Juried Exhibition of the very best 
in Contemporary American water media. En-
tries opened January 3 with deadline Febru-
ary 22. Entries must be submitted online.  
Full guidelines and apply at: www.sgfmu-
seum.org/246/Watercolor-USA.  
Cash awards 
1111 E. Brookside Dr, Springfield, MO  
 

Watercolor Wisconsin 2023 
Wustum Museum of Art  
Through April 13, 2024 
Watercolor Wisconsin was started in 
1966 to honor the depth and breadth of 
watercolor in the State of Wisconsin. 
This year’s exhibition features 96 works 
by 80 Wisconsin artists  
2519 Northwestern Avenue, Racine 
 
Door County Plein Air  
Festival 
July 21 – 24, 2024 
The Door County Plein Air event brings to-
gether 35 invited plein air painters from 
around the country. Each artist has his own 
style and unique   perspective   to honor the  
tradition of outdoor painting through the 
week-long Door County Art Festival. 
Collectors Preview 5 – 6:30pm 
Gala Auction 6:30 – 9pm 
July 28 through August 10 – Exhibition of  
artworks     in   the      Guenzel     Gallery and  
available for purchase. Peninsula School of 
Art, 3900 County F, Fish Creek, WI, 
info@PeninsulaSchoolofArt.org 



 
Elizabeth Ivers 

The Garver Gallery in Madison, 
WI is celebrating 50 years in 
business.   
There will be special events planned all year. 
The watercolors of Madison artist, Elizabeth 
Ivers is one of the artists who will be featured.  
Ivers is inspired by the delicate qualities of 
light and atmosphere, the expansive sky, and 
the subtle relationships of color in the land-
scape. Other watercolor artists to be featured 
are, Madison artist Lee Weiss and Max  
Fernekes. 
 

Plein Air: A Paint Cedarburg 
Event 
June 8 – 15, 2024 
Plein Air: A Paint Cedarburg Event is nation-
ally recognized as the largest gathering of art-
ists in Wisconsin. Artists leave the comforts 
of their studios and spend 6 days painting out-
side…rain or shine. Plein air artists roam the 
charming city of Cedarburg and areas in 
Ozaukee County capturing favorite historical 
structures, coffee shops and the picturesque 
countryside. Artists from all over work with 
oils, watercolors, pastels and more. 
 Registration for 2024 is open 
from January 15 until April 1. Cash awards. 

Prospectus, cedarburgartistsguild.com

Call for Art: 
RAM 15th Annual International Peeps 
Art Exhibition 
March 21 to April 13, 2024 
This popular, non-traditional exhibition 
showcases pieces made from or inspired 
by colorful marshmallow Peeps® 
candy created by artists. To participate 
this show is Free and open to all individ-
uals. Deliver artwork to RAM 10am – 
4pm on March 8 and 9 along with entry 
form. www.ramart.org 
RAM, 441 Main St., Racine, WI 
 

The Life of Water 
May 25 – September 24, 2024 
Cedarburg Art Museum 
Wisconsin artists are challenged to create 
their interpretation of the earth’s most valua-
ble element that is fundamental to all life. 
H2O combines to make the earth’s valuable 
liquid that is integral to sustenance, solubil-
ity, bathing, power, agriculture, industry, rec-
reation, transportation and more. Online ap-
plications will be accepted during the month 
of March 2024. A juried show.     
www.cedarburgartmuseum.org/call-
forart  
Richeson 75 International 
Still Life & Floral 2024 
A venue in which established and emerging 
artists may show their latest best work to a 
wide and appreciative Audience.  This is an 
online contest with no size restriction for the 
entries.  Entry deadline March 5.  Jury re-
sponse, April 5. 
Landscape, Seascape &  
Architecture 2024 
Entry deadline May 3. Jury response June 3. 
Exhibit June 23 
Richeson School of Art & Gallery, 557 
Marcella St, Kimberly, WI,  
http:Richesongallery.com 



In Memoriam 
 

Lyle S. Peters, 1926 – 2023 

RACINE, WI – Lyle S. Peters, age 93 passed 
away peacefully on July 11 of natural causes 
at Primrose Retirement Community where he 
resided briefly after living at home with his 
family for 55 years.  For decades, Lyle served 
as an art teacher, then art department chair in 
Racine Unified School District schools.  He 
was deeply involved in arts organizations 
such as the Racine Artists Guild, the Monu-
ment Square Art Fair, and the Wisconsin Wa-
tercolor Society. Lyle was also a  founding 
member of the Artists gallery in Racine.
 Lyle taught us to draw, paint, appreci-
ate clay, work hard, be kind and loyal, garden, 
camp love nature, mow the grass, set up for 
an art fair, be responsible, generous, value a 
good laugh, and enjoy the little things.  The 
arts meant so much to him as did those he met 
through his creative endeavors. 
 Lyle is survived by his wife Laurel 
Peters, eldest son Layne Peters (Kate 
Czajka), daughter Lisa Peters-Beumer (Mi-
chael Beumer), and son Lindsay Peters, as 
well as four grandchildren. 

 

 

Joyce Ottum, 1925 – 2023 

 
The Gloaming 
 
CALEDONIA, WI – Joyce M. Ottum, 98, 
passed away at St. Monica’s Senior Living on 
June 22.  She was a gifted and talented artist. 
Recognized as a landscape artist living in Ra-
cine, WI. she had a varied background in-
cluding commercial and fashion illustrations 
and portraits in oil.  Joyce  was primarily a 
watercolor artist but also worked in acrylic 
and oil. She was also one of the founding 
members of Artists Gallery in Racine.  

Joyce exhibited widely in the south-
west and Midwest, winning numerous 
awards for her landscapes which combine 
rich colors and simple shapes to evoke a 
sense of place.  Joyce considered her paint-
ings representational, however she took an 
abstract approach, seeing the landscape as 
shapes and colors in harmony. Using the clas-
sic simplicity of natural forms as a basis for my 
work, she tried to reduce the complexity and 
scope of nature. In doing this, she hoped to find 
the essence of nature and to capture a quiet mo-
ment in time. 

Joyce is survived by her sons: Bob 
(Holly) Ottum, Rich Ottum and three grand-
children. 

 
 
 
 



LOOKING AHEAD – 
 

A Message from our   
President Alice Struck 
As   our  dues  invoices   go out      this  week,  
Remember     to      get    your    dues in    by  
February 10 or this will be your last email 
and   you    will    no   longer     be a     member.  
One of the benefits WWS provides is the op-
portunity to exhibit in galleries, museums and 
art shows without going through a jurying 
process, receiving all updates , prospectuses, 
and invitations to events, the Annual Meet-
ing, election and a demonstration by a well 
known watercolor artist in April. 

Another benefit is the opportunity to 
upload and present yourself as a recognized 
professional artist on our website.  I have re-
ceived many requests related to our website, 
so I am explaining the process here:   

We do have a professional website 
webmaster,  whom we voted to accept after a 
long search two years ago.  Although some 
members think the firm is too expensive, they 
were actually the lowest bidder.  However, 
any outside professional has to receive mem-
bers" information from a member(s).  This 
may seem obvious, but quite a few people 
think that their images, text files, contact 
numbers and personal websites are automati-
cally put onto the website.  Since Kevin Wal-
zak has no way of getting this information un-
less someone provides it to him, I am now, 
again, attaching the process to this email so 
that every member can update their own 
page.  I t was given to all members when we 
contracted the Walzak firm, but I am present-
ing it again because not everyone filled out 
the forms.  Remember, if you do not send 
your specific data, you will not be 
listed.  You may send your folders, properly 
formatted, to me if you'd like, until April. 

Another benefit for being a WWS 
member is the opportunity to give your opin-
ions, shape policies and arrange events mem-
bers would like, such as critiques, social 

events, dinners or trips to other exhibits or 
museums.  I am    also     attaching  the most  
currant Roster to this email, so that each 
member may contact others, team up to ar-
range rides, share news or send mailings, 
such as the prospectuses or invitations from 
other watercolor groups.  This is the replace-
ment for the paper books we mailed in the 
past, so download, format it into your own 
software and use it.  As we now accept appli-
cations in an ongoing manner, this Roster 
will be updated in an ongoing manner to re-
flect an accurate membership status. 

Coming up is the opportunity for each 
one of us to become more involved and ac-
tive.  We do need you to be aware of what and 
who the group needs to insure that WWS re-
mains the premiere reputation it has had for 
more than 65 years.  In order of priority, these 
positions are the first important positions to 
be nominated in 2024; 
         
A  Nominating Committee Chair and com-
mittee  Members  -  Call potential candi-
dates to obtain individuals who are capable 
and willing to serve in a capacity for one year. 
 
President Elect  -  This candidate would, 
upon vote by the entire membership, serve as 
a leader who would be open to new ideas, 
work as a team builder, and consistently keep 
the mission of the group in the forefront.  I 
have been the President for 6 years and am 
stepping down in April. 
 
Treasurer  -  This candidate is responsible 
for the finances of WWS. They  may bank 
online, pay demonstrators, mailing costs, 
costs of transportation of art to exhibits, dues 
collection and record keeping.  As WWS is a 
Not-For-Profit group instead of a Non-Profit 
Group, we do not have to dissolve our bank 
account annually, which has resulted in a 
very healthy bank account.  This money can 
be spent at the members' discretion;  for in-
stance, on rental of convenient venues to hold 



events, critiques or plein air outings. Our cur-
rent Treasurer, Chris Christon, has done a 
wonderful job and is experienced in banking 
policies, but has served the year she volun-
teered for.  However, all officers and com-
mittee chairs may serve more than one year if 
they choose to and are elected. 
 
Secretary - This is also an elected posi-
tion.  in the past, the secretary was present at 
all in person board meetings.  Since the pan-
demic and the difficulty of distance or avail-
ablity for scheduled meetings has made 
online news, applications and business issues 
easier and more efficient, the secretary may 
do remote (I like that word) work, (S) he 
should be someone who is comfortable 
online, responds within a day or two, is an ex-
cellent communicator. and keeps accurate 
records of our group decisions or outside in-
vitations and news. 
 
Website Liasion - We also need a website 
liasion, who will act as the "news provider" 
to our Website webmaster, Kevin Wal-
zak.  As noted above and in the other attach-
ment, we are the ones who are responsible for 
keeping the website current. The news or 
content not only has to be current and accu-
rate, it must be "print ready" (that means cor-
rect grammar, outline form, spell checked 
and congruent with our goals as a profes-
sional group.  This is a volunteer position that 
may be assumed by the right candidate with-
out election. 
 
Membership Chair and Jury Committee 
Members - Our current Membership Chair, 
Gail Juszczcak is leaving the board this year, 
after serving faithfully for several years 
through many changes, upgrading and some 
snafus with the online application 
forms.  (Since the webmaster created the ap-
plication process, the next Membership Chair 
will have the platform to overhaul it and 
make it more user-friendly.  The  Member-
ship Chair should be willing to have a year 

round involvement with applicants of varying 
ability, process and timing.  (this does mean 
a way of communicating hope, respect and 
yet, keeping our high standards intact, even if 
you are vacationing far away or have to keep 
a responsive attitude all the time, due to our 
ongoing application policy. Many members 
have looked forward to being able to judge, 
and learn, other ways of painting as they 
share opinions.  

WWS is a valuable asset to all of our 
careers and resumes, but only if we make it 
so.  I hope I have given you all a good basis 
for developing this priceless opportunity in 
the coming years.  If we don't, the April An-
nual Meeting will be our last one. 
 
I love you all! 
Alice 
 

 
          Alice and Andrew Struck     
   
 
Alice   and    Andrew  Struck  co-hosted    an  
Artist’s Talk at the Opening Reception of 
Shared Paths Through Ozaukee County, a 
solo watercolor exhibition with a theme of 
how   an   artist and    an  ecologist   view the  
natural environment of Ozaukee County. The 
exhibit, held at the Cedarburg Art Museum 
last July through September, fe atured Alice’s 
painting   of   the   “floating  staircase”     in  
Virmond  County  Park  along  with  twelve 
others of prairies, rivers, and wetlands. 

 



Remembering Doris White 
1924 – 1995 
 

“My things are really not that abstract. It’s the 

form aren’t there. Objectively speaking, you’re 

isualized originally.”

Notes from Rahr-West Museum, Manitowoc, WI 

 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 I NEED YOUR NEWS! 

 
Let me know what is happening in your area-exhibitions, 
workshops, painting trips, current museum exhibitions, 
awards.  I would love to hear from you!  Would you be 
interested in writing an Artist Profile for the newsletter?  
Send articles about members, photographs/digitals of 
artwork.  
January 15, 2018  deadline for February, 2018 newsletter 
 

Please send information by email: 
kappyschwab@gmail.com 

 
By regular mail: 

 
Kappy Schwab/WWS Newsletter 

917 W. Shaker Circle 
Mequon, WI  53092 

 
Please, no-handwritten or phone-in submissions.  

Submissions may be excluded due to space restrictions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Address Service Requested 
 
 
 
Wisconsin Watercolor Society 
Kappy Schwab 
917 W. Shaker Circle 
Mequon, WI  53092 
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ALICE STRUCK           JOYE MOON 
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CAROLYN SIMPSON     CHRIS SOMMERFELT 
tsimpson2@wi.rr.com     csommerfelt@wi.rr.com 
             
Treasurer       Newsletter 
JOYCE EESLEY      KAPPY SCHWAB 
 joyce_eesley@msn.com   kappyschwab@gmail.com 
                 
Members       Historian  
KAREN FINERTY      BARBARA SORENSON 
jkfin@att.net                  RAMBADT 
       bsrambadt@me.com 
Past President/Advisor     
STEVE HORVATH      Social Media Coordinator          
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Wisconsin Watercolor Society
Kappy Schwab
917 W. Shaker Circle
Mequon, WI  53092

Address Service Requested

I NEED YOUR NEWS!
Let me know what is happening in your area - 
exhibitions, workshops, painting trips, current museum 
exhibitions, awards.  I would love to hear from you!  
Send articles about members, photographs/digitals of 
artwork. Pleaxe send your information in advance for the 
Fall newsletter.

Please send information by email:
kappyschwab@gmail.com

By regular mail:
Kappy Schwab/WWS Newsletter

917 W. Shaker Circle
Mequon, WI 53092

Please, no-handwritten or phone-in submissions.
Submissions may be excluded due to space restrictions.
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kappyschwab@gmail.com
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STEVE HORVATH
horvath@execpc.com

Website Coordinator
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